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somewhat less, even though the distance between the two 
points Is a block or sc longer. 

The greatest advantage of a system of one way street 
for San Francisco is that it will reduce congestion and 
traffic delays in the central business district to a 
minimum. The causes of congestion at the present time, 
other than the inefficient use of' street space, are left 
hand turns, double parking, parking close to intersections, 
and the non-synchronization of traffic lights. 

ONE WAY STREET PROPOSAL (See Plan l) 

It is proposed to make all of the streets in the 
central business district south of Clay Street, east of 
Van Ness Avenue, north of Harrison Street, to the Embarcaderc 
one way streets, alternating in each direction, with one 
exception. It is proposed that Market Street be made a one 
way street west bound using the north pair of tracks only 
for joint operation of the two railway systems. Mission 
Street would be a one way street east, and would carry most 
of the trolley lines now operating east bound on Market 
Street-. Some rerouting of the trolley and bus lines to 
fit this plan will be necessary, however, the same or 
better transportation service will result; Very few changes 
in trackage will be necessary to carry out this plan. There 
will be a few operating problems that will have to be 
worked out. These are being studied in detail and will be 
discussed with the officials of the two operating companies 
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All of the advantages of one way street operation 
will be had by this plan. All left hand turns except where 
the turn is made into moving traffic will be automatically 
eliminated. On most of the streets, with some revision of 
the legal parking spaces, the maximum street parking 
facilities can be provided. A practical timing of the 
traffic lights will be possible to move traffic in and 
through the central business district without much 
stopping delays. 


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMMEDIATE ADOPTION (See Plan 2) 

Since it will take some further study and consul¬ 
tation to work out the details of the comprehensive plan 
just described, it is recommended that immediate consideration 
be given and legislation prepared to put into effect one 
way operation of several of the streets in the central 
business district. 

There are two paramount reasons for the immediate 
adoption of these recommendations.- First, a demonstration 
of the practicability of one way street operation over 
many streets, and second, the emergency need to facilitate 
the movement of vehicular traffic out of the central business 
district during the evening rush hour or at any other time 
an emergency may exist. 

The streets proposed for one way operation 
immediately, and the direction of travel are shown on 
the accompanying map and are herewith listed: 
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Clay Street, Embarcadero to Van Ness, east bound 
(Now one way, Embarcadero to Larkin St.) 

Sacramento Street, Embarcadero to Van Ness, west bound 
(Now one way, Embarcadero to Larkin St.) 

Pine Street, Market to Van Ness, west bound 

Bush Street, Market to Van Ness, east bound 

Post Street, Market to Van Ness, west bound 

Eddy Street, Market to Van Ness, west bound 

Turk Street, Market to Van Ness.,, east bound 

Polk Street, Market to Clay, north bound 

Larkin Street, Market to Clay, south bound 

Taylor Street, Market to Clay., south bound 

Mason Street, Market to Clay, north bound 

Montgomery Street, Market to Washington, south bound 

Sanscme Street, Market to Broadway, north bound 

Battery Street, Market to Broadway, south bound 

Front Street, Market to Broadway, north bound 
(Now one way, Sacramento to Pacific) 

Davis Street, Market to Broadway, south bound 
(Now one way, Sacramento to Pacific) 

Drumm Street, Market to Broadway, north bound 

Steuart Street, Market to Howard, north bound 

Spear Street, Market to Harrison, south bound 

Main Street, Market to Harrison, north bound 

Beale Street, Market to Folsom, south bound 

Fremont Street, Market to Folsom, north bound 
(Mow one way, Market to Howard) 

First Street, Market to Harrison, south bound 
(Now one way, Market to Howard) 

Sixth Street, Market to Folsom, south bound 

Seventh Street, Market to Folsom, north bound 
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NG PARKING 


(See Plan 2) 


The streets proposed for "No Parking" regulations 
immediately, are shown on the accompanying map and are here¬ 
with listed: 

Kearny Street, Market St. to Columbus. Ave„ 

Stockton Street, Market St. to Clay St. 

Powell Street, Market St. to Bush St. 

Sutter Street, Market St. to Taylor St. 

Geary Street, Market St. to Taylor St. 

Only stopping to load and unload merchandise, 
or stepping to load and unload passengers, would he the 
only type of parking that would he permitted on the streets 
listed above. Seme cities permit ten minute stopping to 
load and unload merchandise and a three minute stopping to 
load and unload passengers. While no time limit is sug¬ 
gested in these recommendations it is thought that the 
Folicc Department will enforce the intent of these regulations 
s'-' that there will be no extreme hardship either to merchant 
or shoppers. 

It will be said that "No Parking" regulations on 
these streets will net add another lane capacity to these 
streets. This is true but a much freer movement of vehicular 
traffic, and particularly street car traffic will result in 
"No Parking" regulations enforced cn these streets. Much of 
the delays at the present time to trolley oar operation are 
caused by the parking and the pulling away from the curb of 
parked cars during all periods of the day. 

Inasmuch as vehicular traffic will move at a greater 
speed and with greater facility on the one way streets, these 
recommendations to prohibit parking on the suggested streets 
are made to speed up both types of traffic on these five 


streets. 



All of the streets recommended for Immediate one 
way operation, and the direction of travel thereon, are part 
of a comprehensive plan for the whole central business 
district. Under the plan for immediate adoption only one 
rerouting of a bus line is necessary. 

The Polk Street bus line will need to be rerouted 
down Larkin Street and up Polk Street to conform to the 
direction of travel on these two streets. 

On Pine Street between Jones and Hyde Streets, 
there is at the present time, two way operation cf the 
cable car line. This need not cause any great inconvenience 
to either form of traffic on this street at this point. 

Plan 3 shews suggested recommendations for the treatment of 
Pine Street between Jones and Hyde Streets. It is recom¬ 
mended that ir Nn Parking" regulations be established on 
the north side of Pine Street between Jones and Hyde 
Streets. It is further recommended that diagonal packing 
be permitted on the south side of Pine Street as shown in 
Plan S• 

There are two reasons for this proposal. . First, 
by permitting diagonal parking on the south side of Fine 
Street it will not be possible for vehicular traffic moving 
west to become involved with the cable car operation east 
bound. By permitting diagonal parking, there will be in¬ 
sufficient lane space between the cable car and parked 
vehicles, and travel will be discouraged on this side of the 
street. Second, Inasmuch as these two blocks are rather 



heavy residential streets almost the same number of parking 
spaces are provided by diagonal parking on the south side 
as exist now on both sides of the street. 

It is further recommended that a double center line, 
as shown on the accompanying plan (Plan 3 )> be painted as 
indicated. 

On Eddy Street between Mason and Powell Streets 
there is at the present time two way trolley operation. It 
is recommended that a "No Parking" regulation be established 
on the north side of Eddy Street between Powell and Mason 
Streets. There are at the present time only four legal 
parking spaces on the north side in this block. By per- 
mitting parking on the south side of the street in this 
block it will discourage the use of this side of the street 
for vehicular traffic operating against the east bound 
trolley cars. 

NO L.EFT TURNS 

It is recommended that no left turn regulations 
be established at the following intersections in the central 
business district: 

Sutter and Powell Sts. 

Sutter St. and Grant Ave. 

Sutter and Kearny Sts. 

Geary and Powell Sts. 

Geary and Stockton Sts. 

Geary St. and Grant Ave. 

Mission and Second Sts. 

Mission and Mew Montgomery Sts. 

Mission and Third Sts. 

Mission and Fourth Sts. 

Mission and Fifth Sts. 










Jessie and New Montgomery Sts. 

Jessie and Fourth Sts. 

Jessie and Fifth Sts. 

Stevenson and New Montgomery Sts. 

Stevenson and Third Sts. 

Stevenson and Fifth Sts. 

One of the chief causes of traffic congestion and 
delays in the central business district is the making of 
left turns at busy intersections. Not only is the oncoming 
traffic blocked while a vehicle completes a left turn but 
many times traffic in both directions is stopped. 

The intersections listed above together with the 
other recommendations contained in this report are closely 
related. With the adoption of tile one way street recommenda¬ 
tions, the "No Parking" recommendations and no left turns 
at the several intersections, together with good enforcement, 
a big step forward will be taken toward an immediate solution 
of the traffic problem in the central business district. 

Due to tire priorities and gasoline rationing, 
traffic can be expected to fall off materially during the 
next few months. This offers a very opportune time to adopt 
recommendations contained in this report. 

Driving is a matter of habit to a very great extent. 
With the recommendations put into effect now, fewer people 
will need to form new driving habits. In the course of a 
few weeks the driving public will, easily become accustomed 
to one way street operation and will drive in conformity with 
the one way street plan. 
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SYNCHRONIZATION OF TRAFFIC LIGHTS 


Since an entirely different flow of traffic will 
result from the adoption of the recommendations contained 
in this report, a complete study of the retiming of many 
of the traffic lights in the central business district 
will have to be made. 

PUBLIC SUPPORT 

Once it is determined to go ahead with the recom¬ 
mendations contained in this report, or many of them, it 
is necessary that the citizens of San Francisco be 
adequately informed regarding the new driving regulations. 

Public education is most important. Once the 
driving public and others are acquainted with the reasons 
back of the regulations to be established, greater public 
support will be obtained. Heretofore, new regulations have 
been put into effect without the public being sufficiently 
informed. The idea is to make nextf regulations popular. If 
they are popular with the great majority of the people, better? 
traffic conditions will exist. 

The press in this city can be counted on to assist 
in popularizing any plan for traffic improvement. It is 
evident by their editorial policy and by the space given to 
other traffic matters by all the papers that support will be 
given a definite and comprehensive plan for traffic improve¬ 
ment. The various civic and improvement associations in 
the city should be acquainted with the purpose of the 
recommendations in this report. 
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During the first few weeks the Police Department 
should endeavor to make the new regulations work. Explana¬ 
tion by the officers of the new regulations to violators 
will go a long way in gaining public support. On the other 
hand those violators who persist in violating the traffic 
regulations, particularly the H No Parking” regulations, 
should be cited. Other cities have found that good police 
enforcement is absolutely necessary to make traffic 
regulations popular. Where motorists see others "get away" 
with violations, public support is immediately weakened. 

The police officers on traffic duty in the central business 
district are for the most part picked men. They are under¬ 
standing and with the backing of the courts and the public 
they can do just as good a job as the police departments in 
other cities. 

MATTERS AFFECTING OTHER DEPARTMENTS 

With the recommendations, or many of them, contained 
in this report adopted, it will be necessary for* the various 
city departments to make provision to properly sign, and 
in some cases, paint traffic lanes on the pavements. Certain 
existing stop signs on some of the streets will need to 
be relocated, and in some cases new stop signs Installed. 

On Pine Street and on Eddy Street "No Parking" s,igns 
will have to be installed. 
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